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Win 2 Tickets to see 
King Lear! Page 11 


The Great 
Leys News 


Logo Design Competition 
now open. Send your 
entries to the Press Office 
at 26 Kingfisher Green. 


3 Chances to Win 


£100! 


See the Anti-Social 


Behaviour Survey 
A cross-section of Leys Residents with Andrew Smith, proudly displaying their on Page 5 
certificates during Leys Linx’s 3rd Anniversary in 2005 


Age or youth is clearly no hindrance 
as Eric Hall, Rebekah Robertshaw 
and Ken Stoute, three Leys residents 
make it through one hurdle on the 
way to joining lvor’s Choir, a 
proposed North One production for 
Channel 5. The TV show aims to 
create a 40-person choir from 
Blackbird and Greater Leys. Auditions 
held at Jack Argent Hall. 

Leys News wishes all singers the 
very best of luck on the small screen! 
And for the programmers, we will be 
watching to see a sensitive and 
positive television potrayal of the What's he up to? 


Leys as well. Find out on page 3 
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About Leys News 


Leys News Ltd is a not-for-profit business dedicated to 
providing news and information to the whole community. 
Leys News is not affiliated to any political party. 

Leys News operates an equal opportunities policy and 
encourages any resident to get involved in its work. 


Contact: Leys News Limited, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 

Phone: 01865 711756 

Email: leysnews@hotmail.com 

Website: www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s who? 


Board of Directors: Penny Wood, Chuma Nwokolo, Jr., 
Roy Simmonds, Wendy Spray, Etain O’Carroll, Peter 
Stevenson and Gerry Webb. 

Editorial committee this issue: Phil Citrone, Julian 
Dourado, Chuma Nwokolo, Jr., Roy Simmonds and 
Jennie Travis. 

Editor: Chuma Nwokolo, Jr. 


Business Development Co-ordinator: Philip Citrone 


Distribution co-ordinator: Gary Jones 


Website development: Julian Dourado, Joe Rosa and 
Julia Sutton 


Volunteers and contributors: Anna Bartlett, Jim Barlow, 
Richard Colbrook, Kate Dunsdon, Sasha East, Frank Isahak, 
MJ Gohari, Jing Li, Patrick Mukholi, Lina Mughal, Chuma 
Nwokolo, Jr, Roy Simmonds, Jennie Travis, and all the 
people who worked on the other 2005 editions. 


Leys News Ltd. acknowledges financial assistance from: Oxford City 
Council, Ealing Family Housing Association, Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association, Cherwell Housing Trust, Awards for All, Blackbird Leys 
Community Chest, and the Community Champions Fund and support from: 
Newsquest (Oxfordshire) Ltd. and Business Boffins Ltd. 
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Been let down with 
your leaflet 
distribution? 


We can help. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk 


We Want You To... 


.. -Talk About Us 

We have a big ego. Do drop 
our name now and again; if 
you read about your neighbour 
on our pages, mention it to 
him, mention it when you run 
into your mate at the Spar. It's 
just the sort of gossip 
newspapers like. 


... Complain 

It tells us that we matter. So if 
you don't get your copy of the 
Leys News the way you are 
entitled to, call 01865 711756 
and leave a message. If we 
have not covered your 10 year- 
old's birthday party, despite 
your nice IV, complain. And if 
you cannot find a 
congratulatory mention on Aunt 
Jessy's 90th birthday, don't just 
fold away Leys News in 
disappointment, call and 
complain. 

We want to be the first to 
know if we don't get it right. If 
there is something we should 
be writing about and are not, 
we want to put it right, because 
we have pretty tall ambitions, 


Leys News AGM 


On the 22th of November, 
2005, your newspaper held 
its Annual General Meeting at 
the refurbished Jack Argent 
Hall in the Leys Linx Centre. 


It was attended by members 
of the public as well as the 
Management Committee and 
staff, who were on hand to 
deliver their annual reports - 
and to respond to the 
enquiries of our readers. It 
was the first AGM since the 


death of Molly Florey, former 
board member and chairman 
of the Management 
Committee. In the Chairman’s 
statement he invited 
members of the community 
to get more involved at all 
levels of the paper. 


Leys residents can call at the 
press office at 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, or 
telephone 01865 711756. 


for a local newspaper - we 
want to become indispensable 
to you. 


... Write for Us 

We are run by a small, mostly 
volunteer, group, but we like to 
think we're actually the largest 
media team in the UK - with 
every Leys resident as an 
occasional columnist. So get 
writing, folks. We have a 
soapbox waiting for your rant. 
Send in your opinions, articles, 
stories and poetry. And drop by 
once in a while to find out how 
we produce the paper. For our 
10th Anniversary edition, we 
plan a bumper issue. We will 
have room for your stories. Call 
us now to propose a project. 


... Support Us 

We aim to deliver a great 
service to every household, 
business, and organisation on 
the Leys. We are a non-profit 
community enterprise with a 
ten year commitment to what 
we do. There is a role for you 
at Leys News, whether you are 


six years old, like Jordan Payne 
(see centre-spread) or you are 
the oldest person on the Leys 
(see back page)! And if you are 
not even human, there is also a 
role for you! 

We need organisations 
working on the Leys to come in 
and talk to us. From next issue 
for instance, Neighbourhood 
Renewal will be supporting our 
Sporting Leys feature as we 
work together for a healthier 
Leys. 

We want to thank our 
current partners, and funders, 
who have stuck with us over 
the years. And by the way, do 
drop a line to Brian Lester, 
Chair of the Parish Council, anc 
ask him, nicely, to support us. 
We have supported the Parish 
Council (which is really the 
Leys) all these years and this is 
our time of need. 


Finally, please, 
... Read Us! 


Chuma Nwokolo, Jr. 


h Leys News is 
looking for 


F 
‘3 distributors ona 


variety of paper 
rounds. 


If youd like to join our team for a few 
hours once every two months call us 
on 711 756. 


LEYS NEWS 


Graphic design 


design services 
We now offer a range of design services 


aimed at delivering to local businesses and 
community groups an affordable solution 
to all their marketing and design needs. 


From simple logos and stationery through to full colour page 


layouts for brochures. Our group of local designers offer a 


friendly and attentive approach. 


Training 


Leys News No: 48 


Out Early April 


Copy And Advertising Deadline: 


10th March 2006 


Want to Advertise in Leys News? 


We have special rates for 
community and not-for-profit 


Professional help for organisations wishing to produce their 
own promotional materials. Our quality training is both cost 


Call the leaflet sales team 


on (01865) 425349 or 
(01865) 425371 


Visit our website at 
www.thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/leaflets 


effective and relevant. 


Interested? call Phil on Oxford 711756 
or visit www.leysnewsdesign.co.uk 


organisations. 


Get in touch with Phil on 711756! 


Tel: 01865 711756 


BLAG Targets Public Sculpture 


Chances are, public 
sculptures will soon be 
springing up around the 
Leys... the Blackbird Leys 
Arts Group (BLAG) has 
started 2006 with the 
second of the public 
sculpture workshops, 
run with the inspiring 
artist Neil Wood, who 
thought the workshops 
‘a welcome change from 
working on my own in 
my studio.’ He soon 
came to enjoy working 
with enthusiastic and 
talented Leys folk. 


Participants got to mould 
and cast their clay reliefs 
that they had made in the 
first workshop, held in 
December 2005. There was 
plenty of plaster flicking and 
stirring - definitely not the 
day to be wearing your 
good clothes! 


Jo Eglington, one of the 
participants, was thoroughly 
new to it all: ‘I've never 
done this before. It's been 
new and inspirational to 
learn new techniques, use 
new materials and meet 
new folk. There is a 
supportive atmosphere. | 


BLAG Dates For Your Diary: 


Saturday, 4 March 2-4pm 


Launch of "Silent Sirens of the 


Leys" 


BLAG's first International Women's 
Festival exhibition, at St Luke's 


Record Office, Cowley. 


20 May - 28 May 
"Overexposed" 


BLAG's second Art Weeks 


exhibition, 


at Blackbird Leys Youth and 
Community Centre Art Room. 
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like the art room - it's a good 
space and meeting a 
professional artist is always 
great’. - 


For Laura Court, another 
budding artist, it gave her an 
opportunity to do something 
positive with her energy. ‘It's 
nice to be able to do a big 
piece of art work and to do 
something social without 
my children’. 


Hayley Winstone enjoyed 
‘everyone getting together 
and doing something 
together. It's been really 
inspirational to see 
everyone's different styles 
and techniques of working, 
even though we are using 
the same materials’. 


In conjunction with these 
workshops, Neil has been 
mentoring three artists from 
BLAG on the Glow Tree 
Project. He has designed a 
5 metre high tree, to be 
constructed from brushed 
stainless steel, to be 
positioned outside of the 
Blackbird Leys Youth and 
Community Centre. 


Neil Wood and BLAG also 
ran a youth workshop in 


which press mould 
sculptures were made. If 
there are any more budding 
young artists out there who 
would like to try this 
technique, another youth 
workshop will be running in 
February half term. It's free 
and it's fun. Contact Katie 
Hamilton to book a place 
and confirm the date on 
01865 772886. 


BLAG is also planning to 
hold two more exhibitions 
this year, after the success 
of the ‘Screaming Tyres’ 
exhibition last year. 

We are looking for other 
local people, who would like 
the chance to exhibit their 
art work, to join us in these 
exhibitions. It's a fabulous 
opportunity, so please don't 
feel shy. 


You can contact BLAG on 
07799893747 for more 
details; or e-mail 
blagontheleys@yahoo.co.uk 
You are also welcome to 
join any of their art sessions 
on Mondays 6-8 pm, or 
Thursdays 9.30-11.30 am 
(term time only) at the Art 
Room, Blackbird Leys Youth 
and Community Centre. 


February 2006 


Leys Personality 


© 


Joe ‘Computer’ Rosa 


Joe Rosa, centre, in his element. 


Joe Rosa, our very own Portuguese- 
speaking, 'Mr Computer’, flew in 
some three years ago on a big bird 
from Brazil. Joe is a key worker and 
community adviser at the Leys Linx in 
the Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre. People who use the centre 
will be used to his affable and easy- 
going personality as well as his 
computer expertise - he is always 
ready to help you up to a new level 
of skill whether you are a beginner or 
an advanced trekker on Computer 
Planet. 


Born in Portugal, Joe has spent much 
of his life in South America ... why 
does he live and work in Blackbird 
Leys? 'Well you know, | have travelled 
the world but never lived in such a 
rich, multicultural place as The Leys 
and this diversity gives me a mix of 
ideas, experiences and perspectives.' 


Joe is involved in a few other 
community se ney For instance, he 
is the brains behind the proposed 
multimedia facility at the IT hub. - 
Watch this space, because 
Oxfordshire County Council, in 
partnership with the Leys Learning 
Network, has recently acquired the 
funding to get this new show on the 
road. 


Our Leys personality for February 
always has time for a chat and a 
cappuccino - but don't get him 
started on politics, or you could be in 
for a long talk! 


Joe began to work in the IT Hub as a 
volunteer, way back in those 
‘prehistoric days' when the internet 


(9 
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was still the preserve of the few and a 
mobile phone was still a brick in your 
eae Finding that the role suited 

im, he began to work in an official 
capacity as a Technical Support 
Worker two and a half years ago. He 
has since been instrumental to 
keeping the users of the centre up to 
speed with all the new software 
programmes and technological 
advances available at the Leys Linx 
centre. 


He supports volunteers as well as 
those who drop in with a variety of 
projects or ideas that need some 
technical support, such as editing a 
video or publishing a book. He loves 
to tinker with the many stuttering 
computers within the Blackbird Leys 
voluntary sector and can sometimes 
be a hard man to get hold of. 


Joe speaks warmly about his role in 
Blackbird Leys: 'One minute | am 
speaking with an older person living 
on the estate about what computer 
they should buy, the next someone 
from Oxford University, or someone 
from the council, or the parish 
council, or young people wanting 
help to load up a game, and there 
are always volunteers and community 
workers about. We are all different 
but we work together to share a 
common experience" 


Way to go, Joe! And long may you 
continue empowering the 
community. 


by Sasha East 


Like to earn some extra cash? 


Leys News is looking for community journalists to gather 


stories and take photos for the paper. Enthusiasm and an 


eye for a story are more important than experience. 


Just give us a ring on 711756 
if you'd like to get involved. 
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Neighbourhood Action Team 


You might remember the Neighbourhood Action Team (NAT) set up on Blackbird Leys, made up of 
representatives of the community, the Police, City and County council officers, local councillors and 
others, which is working to solve the problems that you tell us about. 


Three priorities were chosen by YOU 
at a public meeting on 15th 
November and the Police, City and 
County Councils have been working 
hard on these. 


The most serious problem residents 
identified in November was drug 
dealing. The second most serious 
problem was anti-social behaviour 
and third biggest concern was the 
police not feeding back to people 
who have contacted them. 


It is now three months since that 
meeting and your Neighbourhood 
Action Team wanted to let you know 
about the progress we have made.... 


Since June there have been 23 Drugs 
Warrants executed on Blackbird Leys 
and Greater Leys. These are Drugs 
Search Warrants under the misuse of 
Drugs Act 1971. This has led to 12 
arrests resulting in various charges 
including possession of a Class A 
controlled drug and possession with 
intent to supply a class A controlled 
drug. Three people have been 
deported as illegal immigrants. 


Just before Christmas a warrant was 
executed that uncovered a 
hydroponics (cannabis farm) set-up 
on Blackbird Leys. The offender is 
currently on police bail. Oxford City 
Council is also continuing to work 
closely with the Police; we share 
information and resources to 
investigate reports of drug dealing and 
tackle the problem; and we are 
currently looking at taking legal action 
against several addresses within the 
area. 


The Police and City Council are 
working together to tackle anti-social 


behaviour, meeting regularly to share 
information, ensuring the Street 
Wardens and PCSOs are a visible 
presence on the estate. 


The Police, City and County councils 
are also working with local schools 
and forming partnerships with them. 


The City Council's CANNACT team 
(Crime and Nuisance Action Team) 
are part of an anti-social behaviour 
group which has been set up 
alongside the NAT to focus on 
problem families and individuals. 


This group is working closely with the 
Police to ensure people are 
prosecuted for criminal offences but 
also to agree where necessary to 
service anti-social behaviour orders 
(ASBOs) and injunctions. 3 ASBOs 
are currently in force on Blackbird 
Leys and 6 Acceptable Behaviour 
Contracts (ABCs 


The Police are ensuring that they feed 
back to residents who have contacted 
them and they are reviewing their 
procedures Thames Valley area-wide 
to make sure victims are regularly 
kept updated. 


And now, three months later, we want 
to ask you, the residents again: What 
are the problems YOU face living on 
Blackbird Leys? 


What is better? 
What is worse? 
What is important where you live? 


We'd like to hear your views and 
instead of going to a meeting you can 
PHONE us on 252 957 and leave 
your comments. You can also TEXT 
your comments to 07710 384 747. 


High interest loans are 
a ticket to nowhere! 


A £200 loan for six one year can 


cost you... 


£130 interest from a loan 
company operating in 
Blackbird Leys, or... 
£13 interest from the 


Blackbird Leys Credit Union. 


What could you do 


with the £117 difference? 
To find out more call the Credit Union on Oxford 718503 


You can EMAIL your comments to 
kstratford@oxford.gov.uk or you can 
SPEAK to a Street Warden or PCSO 
officer on the estate or your Housing 
Manager if you are a council tenant. 
Alternatively, from Wednesday 
February 1st you can DROP into the 
Local Housing Office during working 
hours and put your comments in the 
box on the Customer Services 
Counter or into the box at Deltey's 
Supermarket on Blackbird Leys Road 
or the box at Nash's Bakery on 
Blackbird Leys Road or the box in the 
community centre in Blackbird Leys 
Road. 


There will also be a box at the next 
South East Area Committee meeting 
on 6th February at The Barn on 
Blackbird Leys. 


We will take on board all your 
comments and you will be able to 
vote on the issues that you think are 
the top priority. 


You can vote by popping into the 
Community Centre on Blackbird Leys 
Road at any time between 10:00am 
and 8:00pm and vote on your top 
three priority problems - those you 
think are the most important. 


The NAT will do the same again, we 
will take your top three answers and 
we will work together to solve the 
issues you raise. 


And as before, we will report back to 
you via Leys News. 


If you would like to get involved or 
have any questions contact Kate 
Stratford (Chair of the NAT) on 01865 
252 957. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk 


Help yourself to 
better health! 


The Speedwell & WellBeing Trust 


At the Speedwell & WellBeing Trust you can find 
out more about complementary therapies and the 
health benefits they can offer, make useful 
contacts and look for helpful books for particular 
illnesses. Also there is a talks programme (see 
below) and a newsletter, and there are 
speakers/therapists/taster workshops for clubs, 
companies and school events . 

For further information call their helpline on 
01865 554089 or visit www.speedwellbeing.org.uk 


Tongue to Tail - A Journey 
Through The Digestive Tract 


- A talk by Lorraine Perretta. 


The author of 'Brain Food', explains how our 
overall health is dependent on healthy digestion. 
The talk will cover common complaints including 
IBS offering practical ways to address them. 

- Wednesday 22nd March at Green 

College, Oxford starting at 7.30pm. Admission £2 
in advance, £4 at the door. 

For further information call the Speedwell & 
WellBeing Trust's Helpline on 01865 554089. 


New Club for the 
Over 60s 


A new club has started for Leys residents aged over 60. 
The Leys Community Church Over 60s Club offers a free 
relaxing afternoon of entertainment on a Wednesday 
between 2pm and 4.30pm. 


Meetings are held in the church hall of the Church of the 
Holy Family and anyone over 60 is very welcome. 
Activities include bingo, cards, darts, dominos, music and 
dance. Free home-Omade refreshments are served and 
there are subsidised trips planned for the spring and 
summer months. 


For more details please feel free to come along on a 
Wednesday or phone Richard and Kate Colbrook on 
(01865) 714153 


Church on the move 


The Leys Community Church has recently moved from 
meeting at the Leisure Centre on a Sunday to the Church 
of the Holy Family. The new venue offers better facilities 
for the special activities run for children and young 
people. The meetings start at 3.30pm. 


If you'd like to know any details about the church, our 
community work or would simply like a chat then please 


feel free to phone Richard and Kate Colbrook on (01865) 
714153. 


For more Local Church News 
turn to page 15... 


YOUR VIEWS ON ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 


Barke CPS Public Perception Survey 


This survey is being conducted by Thames Valley Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS). The CPS is responsible for prosecuting criminal offences 
investigated by the police in England and Wales. In this role the CPS 
advises the police on cases for possible prosecution, reviews cases 
submitted by the police for prosecution, prepares cases for court and 
presents those cases at Court. The CPS works in partnership with other 
agencies in the criminal justice system which include the police, courts, 


Q.1 Please list the three types of anti-social behaviour 
that have the greatest impact on you. 


i) 
ii) 
iii) 


Please write any comments here 


Q.2. How much impact does this behaviour have on 
you? 

(Please mark from 1-10, with 1 meaning little or no impact 
and 10 meaning great impact.) 

Please circle the number which best describes the impact: 


i) 1 2 3 4 > 6 i 8 9 10 
ii) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


iii) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


Q.3 Have you contacted any of the below agencies 
regarding your concern? 

Please circle as appropriate: 

Concern (i) 


Concern (ii) Concern (iii) 


Police Police Police 

Your local council Your local council Your local council 
Fire Brigade Fire Brigade Fire Brigade 
Solicitor Solicitor Solicitor 

Citizen's Advice Bureau Citizen's Advice Bureau Citizen's Advice Bureau 
Other Other Other 


(please specify) (please specify) (please specify) 


Q.4 Has your concern with regard to the anti-social 
behaviour mentioned increased or decreased in the 
last 12 months. 


Concern i) Increased/Decreased/About the same 


Concern ii) —Increased/Decreased/About the same 


Concern iii) Increased/Decreased/About the same 


Q.5 Have you been affected in the last 12 months by 
any of the following examples of anti-social 
behaviour? 

(Please tick all appropriate answers) 


Noise 
Graffiti/Criminal Damage 
Litter 

Alcohol misuse 

Drug misuse 

Dog fouling 
Prostitution 

Street Begging 

Fly tipping 
Anti-social use of 
motor vehicles 

Other (please specify) 


00 000000000 


Q.6 Before this survey were you aware of the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS)? 


Yes O No O 


Q.7 Have you come into contact with the CPS 
before? 


Yes O No O 


If yes, please specify how you came into contact with the 
CPS (e.g. as a witness) 


Q.8 If you have come into contact with the CPS 
before, how satisfied were you with the service 
provided (if applicable)? 

(With 1 meaning extremely dissatisfied and 10 meaning 
extremely satisfied) 


1 2 3 4 5 6 T 8 9 10 


Q.9 What, if anything, could have improved the 
serviceprovided? 


Q.10 Please use the space below to record any other 
comments that you have with regard to any issues 
regarding anti-social behaviour or the Crown 
Prosecution Service. 


We would be very grateful if you would complete 
the following questions by ticking the most 
appropriate box. This information will enable us 
to see whether there are any differences in views 
between different groups, for example, between 
men and women, people of different ages, 
disabled people and people from different ethnic 
backgrounds. The information you provide will 
treated in confidence. 


GENDER 

Are you: 

Male O Female O 

AGE 

Please tick the appropriate box to indicate your age 
Under 16 m 16-25 O 

26-35 o 36-45 O 

46-55 m 56-64 O 


64 andover O 


DISABILITY 

The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) defines a 
disabled person as someone with a physical or mental 
impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse 
effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. 


probation and prisons, to reduce crime and the fear of crime and to 
dispense justice fairly and efficiently. We want to find out what concerns 
you have around issues of anti-social behaviour in your neighbourhood 
and to enable us to do so would appreciate your help by completing the 
below questionnaire. The results will assist us and our criminal justice 
partners, for example Thames Valley Police in tackling anti-social behaviour 
more effectively. All replies will be treated in the strictest confidence. 


Do you consider yourself to be disabled as defined in the 
DDA? 


Yes O No O 


ETHNICITY 
Please tick one box that best describes your ethnic background: 


White 

British O 

Irish O 

Any other White background (please state): 


Mixed Ethnic Background 

White & Black Caribbean O 

White & Black African m 

White & Asian o 

Any other Mixed background (please state): 


Asian or Asian British 

Indian o 

Pakistani o 

Bangladeshi O 

Any other Asian background (please state): 


Black or Black 

British O 

Irish O 

Any other White background (please state): 


Other Ethnic Background 
Chinese O 
Any other (please state): 


THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO 
COMPLETE THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. 


Completed forms can be returned anonymously 
and treated in confidence. 


Completed forms can be left at collection boxes 
which will be situated at the following places 
from 9th February 2006; 

1. The Community Centre in Blackbird Leys Road 
2. The Housing Office in Cuddesdon Way 


Alternatively our representatives will be visiting 
addresses on the estate on 15th February 
between 10 am and 4.30 pm and will be happy to 
collect them then. 


WE WILL BE PAYING £100 


TO THE AUTHORS OF THREE 
COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRES 


(Drawn at Random) 


IF ANYONE WISHES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR 
THIS PRIZE, PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
ADDRESS AND CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 
(If one is available). 
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. . » UKDADS & The Potential Project... 


Cult Classic stages 
Comeback 


35 tickets are on offer for a 
Theatre Express Coach which 
departs from Blackbird Leys 
for the Theatre Royal in 
Stratford East, London. On 
offer is a brand new stage 
show that brings to life the 
‘70s cult classic film, The 
Harder They Come. 

Tickets cost £12 and 


covers coach trip to and from 
The Theatre Royal, a light 
meal at the theatre, and 
entrance fees for the show. 


Coach departs from Blackbird 
Leys at 4pm on 22nd April, 
2006. Contact the Potential 
Project for tickets and further 
details. 
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HE WOULO RATHER OIE THAN KILL HIS DREAM 


e 


‘Country-boy Ivan leaves home 
in the Jamaican countryside 
and travels to Kingston, his 
head full of songs that he 
hopes will earn him fame and 
fortune. But fortune is hard to 
find as Ivan is ripped off by 
shady record producers and 
corrupt cops. 

He does find the fame he 
craves - but for all the wrong 


reasons. 


The Harder They Come boasts 
some of the greatest songs ever 
to come out of Jamaica: ‘You 
Can Get it if You Really Want’, 
‘Many Rivers to Cross’, 
‘Pressure Drop’, ‘By the 
Rivers of Babylon’ and many 
more...’ 

- Theatre Royal Catalogue 


Know the Leys Competition 
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News in Pictures 


Secrets of Success Seminar 
After a successful first outing, Life 
Coach, Woldu Mahary holds the 
second in the series of Secrets of 
Success Seminars on the 8th of March, 
2006 at 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater 
Leys. The programme begins at 10 am 
and runs until lpm. Snacks will be 
served. 

Booking Line: 01865 779298. Tickets 
are free. 


Dads & Lads Dates: 


Come and meet other local Dads, 
make new friends, have a chat, do 
some fun stuff, spend some time 
with your kids 

And its Free! 

Alternate Saturdays from 11am to 
2pm, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater 
Leys, Oxford 

4th February 2006 

18th February 2006 

4th March 2006 

18th March 2006 

Tst April 2006 


17th April 2006 
- no meeting 


South East Area 
Action Plan Workshop 


Help to identify the priorities for 
improvement in your area. 

Covering the wards: Blackbird Leys, 
Littlkemore, Northfield Brook and Rose 


Free ........ CDs 
i FATHERTALK WTERVENS The CD, contains 


many frank 
interviews with 


For a limited 
time, you can 
pick up a free 


copy of The Dads on the 
FatherTalk subject of 
Interviews fatherhood. It’s 
CD (Vol 1). It a good resource 
was launched -One for parenting 


and also makes 
for great general 
* listening. Call 779298. 


at an audition 
on 18th January 
in Greater Leys. 


Men's MOT off to 
Flying Start 


> A 
DE Er 


levels of carbon monoxide in 
their system. 

The MoT event was ąa 
successful partnership between 
several voluntary agencies 
working on the Leys. These 
include East Oxford Healthy 
Living Initiative, Parentline Plus, 
National Blood Service, Oxford 
City PCT, and UkDads , 
Potential Project. At the 


On 13th January, health and 
information providers working 
on the Leys organised a special 
event offering medical ‘tune- 
ups’ for Leys residents. It was a 
day that provided information 
and advice free for the asking. 
For instance, smokers and 
non-smokers alike were given 
the opportunity to find out the 
carbon monoxide content of 
their lungs. People were suprised 
to find out that even passive 
smokers and non-smokers 
exposed to heavy diesel fumes 
could have dangerously high 


Evaluative Meeting which took 
place at Kingfisher Green Centre 
on 25th January the next Men’s 
MOT event was scheduled for 
8th April, 2006. 


The first Sole Traders’ Survival Kit 
Workshop took at the Barn on 
Nightingale Avenue on 24th 
January. Eight Leys business 
persons attended an intensive 
workshop to tool them up for 
business in 2006 and beyond. 
The trainers comprised life 
Coach, Woldu Mahary, business 
consultant, Phil Plant (pictured) 
and training consultant, Grace 
Stone. The sessions opened with 


an inspirational presentation by 
Woldu. The seven modules of 
the day included marketing, 
business planning and accessing 
funding. The Workshop was 
organised by CFbT’s Steps to 
Success programme and The 
Potential Project. 

Call 079792663442 to pre- 
register for future Sole-Trader 
workshops. 


UKDADS and the Potential Project 
26 Kingfishers Green, Greater Leys, Oxford 
OX4 7BX; Telephone 01856 779298 


Here is a picture of a Leys landmark. If you can recognise it 
you may just win yourself a £20 note! What’s this and what 
road is it on? Send your answers to The Potential Project, 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, OX4 7BX. The winning 
answer, if more than one, will be drawn out of a hat... but 
you've got to be a Leys kid under 10 years to take part - sorry! 


Hill & Iffley 


Thursday 16th Febryary 
7pm to 9pm 
The Barn, Blackbird Leys 


Email ukdadsposse@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.ukdadsposse.co.uk 


Tel: 01865 711756 


video making 


BLITZ 


All levels of 
ability welcome 


Experienced 
staff and 
volunteers 
on hand to 
help 
those who have 
not used a 
computer 


before 


February 2006 @ 


BLITZ NEWS 


Drop in to the IT Hub at Leys linx for access to computers or the 
internet,free and low cost training, access to a wide range of up-to-date 
technologyequipment, fun and friendly environment where all are 


welcome to explore the web and so much more. 


Blackbird Leys IT Hub can 
provide support and training 
for projects such as 
presentations, editing videos, 
writing a book, setting up a 
home network, designing a 
poster or newsletter, web 
design and shopping online. 
Drop by for a chat sometime 
and find out more. 


Are you good with 
computers? Are you a techie 
or a code head? Maybe you've 
just overcome a fear of using 
computers but would like to 
share what you have learned 
with others in a similar 
situation. The IT Hub in 
Blackbird Leys is always 
looking for new volunteers to 
join its friendly team. 


If you would like to spend 
anything from as little as a 
couple of hours a month 
helping others in your 
community to use a computer 
then contact the IT Hub for an 
application pack. Monday to 


Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm and 
Saturdays 9.30 am 1.30pm. 
When you come in there will 
be helpful staff to get you 
started on the computer, 
practice touch-typing, what 
you have learnt on a course or 
even help you research on the 
internet! There is no need to 
book so you can just turn up 
when you have that spare 
moment to yourself... 


First time online: a free short 
taster for anyone who would 
like to start looking up web 
pages on the internet. Ask at 
the centre for more 
information. 


E-skills Passport: Is the new 
employer-recognised method 
to create an ongoing record of 
your IT skills that you can 
update, monitor, print and e- 
mail time and time again. 


Creating your e-skills Passport 
takes about 20 minutes. After 
registration you will need to 


Courses for February and March 


Digital Photography 


Learn how to take pictures and transfer 


assess yourself against 14 
common computing 
techniques by answering 
simple yes/no questions. 
Don't worry, even if you have 
very basic skills you will be 
able to produce your passport 
- after all that's the whole idea, 
to get you started ona 
journey! And... the staff at the 
IT hub can help you learn or 
improve any skills necessary 
to gain this award, childcare 
can also be paid for, to help 
you work towards this. 


Get in touch and let us know if 
you are interested in this new 
qualification. You can also 
phone 01865 714492 for 
further information on any of 
the above. 


Blackbird Leys IT HUB has a 
great variety of courses going 
this term. Oxford University is 
coming to the centre, as well 
as Learn Direct courses, which 
you can study at your own 
pace and in your own time. 


course. Thursdays 6.00pm - 8pm, 2nd 


March to 6th April. Course fee: £5 


them to a computer with a digital camera 
(we can lend a camera if you don't have 
your own). Course fee : £5 


Intermediate Digital Photography 
Tuesday 10.00am- 12noon, 21st February 
to 28th March 2006. Course fee: £5 


Web Design Dreamweaver 

Learn to use Dreamweaver to create 
amazing web pages and upload them to 
the Internet in this accredited six-week 


Free Taster Sessions 


Scanning 

Stop wrestling and get to grips with a 
scanner during one of these free sessions. 
Friday 3rd March 2006, 1.00pm - 4.00pm 


CVs 

George, master of CVs, is back for another 
look at CVs on Friday 24th February 2006, 
1.00pm-4.00pm 


www.blackbirdleys.com 


Animation with Flash 

This accredited course will enable you to 
create your own computer-generated 
animations for use with multimedia 
activities like interactive CDs or a web 
page. Mondays 6pm -8pm, 20th February 
- 27 March. Course fee: £5 


New Clait Module 

Work towards an accredited qualification: 
Online Communication - Thursday 
1.00pm-3.30pm, 23rd February to 23rd 
March 2006. Course fee: £15 


Internet Security 

Protect yourself from Trojans, Spyware and 
Viruses. Learn to use a firewall and 
antivirus programs. Friday 10th March, 
1pm-4pm 


PDFs 

Learn how to use and create your own PDF 
files using Adobe. Monday 27th March, 
1.00pm - 4pm 


ALT OXFORDSHIRE 
3 hash COUNTY COUNCIL 
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New Opportunities Fund 


ontine LOTTERY FUNDED 


So! You get in early on a lazy 
Wednesday, and it’s too early to 
sleep but too late to arrange an 
outing with your friends. There’s 
nothing to do except television - or 
a thirty minute natter on the good 
old telephone, right? Wrong. 


There’s no better place to go 
canoeing than the Leys! No better 
place to learn kick-boxing or 
karate. Are you a netball fan? Do 
you fancy a shot at the basketball 
hoop? Are you a fifth of a five-a- 
side football team? 


Of course, if you like your exercise 
more genteel, there’s always the 
snooker and the darts board. 
Whatever your fancy, you are 
probably only five minutes away 
from your friendly local club. This 
issue, turns its 


attention to just a few of the many 
sporting attractions on the Leys. 
Read all about it. 


And then go out and do something 
about it! 


Winter_University @ Brookes 


Desire 


by Chuma Nwokolo, Jr. ‘a 
; picture: Pat. Mukholi 
the man most to be feared in all the world 
wants one thing and one thing only. 

he will not turn aside for great bargains. 
the lusciousness of apples leave him cold 
the ire of men does not ignite on him 

he is a carnivore upon green praires. 

he is an herbivore in the herd of deer. 

he goes, like baited fish reeled in, he flies, 
after the triumph of his heart. 


You'd think Kayaking was the last thing possible on the Leys. But 
you can start with Pool Canoeing. 6-7pm Wednesdays up till 
March 2006, at the Blackbird Leys Swimming Pool. Up to 10 
‘Young persons’ can share a £30 session. All equipment and 
session-staff provided by BCU qualified instructors. Just bring 
your trunks! Soon you'll be kayaking on Oxford's rivers and 
beyond! Contact the Riverside Centre at Donnington Bridge: 
Ox-248673. 
he wants one thing - and his one desire 

never goes into or out of fashion. 

it won't be jaded by the fluxing years, 

or devalued by a failing stock exchange. 

he wants one thing. and one need only see 

that man most to be feared in all the world 

at journey’s end, to fear his heart’s Desire, 

that burned like flaming wick, and melted all 

the guttering wax of the world away. 


If you sometimes find lines of poetry 
running around your head, here’s an 
opportunity to tease them out. Brookes 
Uni will be running a Winter University for 
the Leys. There are limited spaces for 
budding Poets, Dancers, and Digital Video 
makers to hone their craft. Graduates of 
the Summer University are welcome, as a 
newcomers. 


A 

You're never too old or too young to start fencing, and for £3 

per lesson (£5 adults), there’s really no reason why you 

shouldn't give it a try this Sunday. Pop over to Peers Sports 

Centre, Sandy Lane West, and try something new. Children 

under 10 train at 10-11am; Children between 10 and 14 

train at 11-12noon and children over 14 and adults train at 

12 - 1pm. You may want to call Lucy on Ox-467095 to book 
This fencing centre is organised by Leon Paul, 

England Fencing, and Oxford City Council. 

Start date: 22nd February, 2006. 

Call Jim (07979733848) or Cynthia (01865 

714492) for enquiries. 


All Made by You _ by Stephanie Wilson 


The trees so green 
The sky so blue 


The oceans so vast 
All made by you. 


The heaven so high 
The clouds of white 
The day and the night 
All made by you. 


The birds in the sky 

The fish in the seas 

The people, including me, 
All made by you. 


Our very own Orchard Meadow School are 
through to the local semi finals of the BT 
Community Challenge Cup. they are due to 
play as part of the pre-match entertainmetn at 
Oxford United’s next home match. If successful 
(and they will if you come out to cheer!) they 
could go on to represent Oxford in the national 
competition 


The sun so hot 

The moon so bright 
The breeze so cool 
All made by you. 


Leys News 


to Cowley Centre 
and City Centre 


+ ‘Gatos 
-Lord Road > = 
Z — 2 Sarsing 


Of course there’s always football. Many Five-a-Side 
ton teams meet most days at the Leisure Centre’s indoor 
courts - and you can call four friends and form a 


w N weekend team. Or call Anthony Hayes of Blackbirds 
TONNS Foodball on 771416. 
E a MaN Leys lad, Jaime Brookes, made his way 
oe through the youth system at Oxford United. In his 
CN first season at the Kassam Stadium, he walked away 
t x => A with all four ‘Player of the Year’ awards. 
iis a PD Unfortunately, he was soon fighting for his life after 
Sfin Wey SIN being struck down by serious illness. Jaime is now 
| Tet, (ee S NÝ back in form and recently returned from a loan spell 


at Brackley Town. Best of luck from the Leys, Jaime. 
Bottom picture shows the 2004 Blackbirds. 
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Multi Leisure Centre Re-vamp 


Look out for our 
special full-page 
supplements, starting 
next issue. 


The new facilities at 
the Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre will be 
ready in March 2006. 


` à 

The Leys Karate Club (above) meets at the Barn on Nightingale Ave, Tuesday nights at 6pm and 
Thursdays 5.45pm . Founded by Senseis Kelvin Driscoll and Benny Soloman, it was originally meant 
to teach traditional Karate to the Leys children. It has become a hit with parents too, so one-on-one 
lessons are available for all the family. Some talented children are on their way to attaining the Black 
Belt. You'll hear when that happens on Leys News. 

If you’re more interested in Kick-Boxing, you can join the club that meets at the Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre on Mondays at 8-9pm. Call 07957111160 for enquires. 

The Leisure Centre also hosts another Karate, Kick-boxing and Kung-Fu club on Thursdays 
at 7.30- 9pm. (now you've got no excuses!). Contact Peter Edwards on 07768726869. 


Did we leave you out? 


If you have a sports club on the Leys and you have not been mentioned on this page - or if you 
have an update to our report, send your information, preferably by email, to mail@leysnews.co.uk 


Congratulations to our 6 year old 
Jordan Payne! 


And congratulations, also, to Connor 
Williams, Connor Wyatt, Sammuel 
Williams, Susanna Bowen, Joshua 
McCamley, Harry Clent, Libby Moss, 
Dylan Berry, Emily Johnson, Vanessa 
Marshall, Jamal Hajji, John Chant, 
Jasmine Baker and Zeisha Rowlands, 
all of who sent in entries into our 
Christmas competition. Your paintings 
were all lovely but our artist-judge, 
Julian Dourado, had to pick one. Look 
out for your painting in future issues. 


Dear Esther, 


| am fifteen years old and I’m getting 
bullied at school. I’m about to take my 
S.A.T.S and | feel like just leaving school 
because of the pressures. | can’t take it 
any more, please help! 


You need to talk to someone. Talking 
about problems always makes things 
better. Talk to your friends, your 
teachers, your parents... Bullies only 
survive if people allow them to 
continue. With your exams so close, 
dropping out of school will only ruin 
your prospects for the rest of your 
life. 
Bullying is taken very seriously by 
everyone these days and there are 
many organisations that can help. | 
will mail you out some leaflets and 
information. But you can also call 
the NSPCC Child Protection 
Helpline on 0808 800 5000. 

Esther 
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Food Bank for Blackbird Leys? 


Anthony Armitage, ASPIRE's 
Food Bank Development 
Officer, has a bee in his 
bonnet about food. Back in 
2003, he completed a joint- 
honours degree in Food 
Science and Nutrition / 
Business Administration and 
Management at Oxford 
Brookes. Thereafter, he 
followed his lifelong interest 
in nutrition to became a 
Food Development Worker 
with Gatehouse (a homeless 
drop-in centre), and member 
of the Community Caterers’ 
Network (CCN). 


His work at the Gatehouse 
exposed him to the other 
Oxford projects dedicated to the 
provision of free or low-cost 
wholesome food, from lunch 
clubs to soup kitchens. 


Food Poverty 


Food poverty is simply the 
deprivation of access to good 
quality food. Often it is due to 
the lack of money, but 
sometimes it may be the lack of 
cooking or storage facilities - or 
the absence of good shops. 
Whatever the factors 
responsible, these projects act as 
a lifeline that provides basic 
dietary needs for many people. 
Also, the projects fulfil an 
important social function of 
bringing people together and 


giving them access to 
information and other resources. 
Community Caterers’ 
Network 


The CCN is a 35-member strong 
knowledge-sharing community, 
which aims to improve best 
practice in catering while 
improving the nutritional status 
of its clients. Anyone with an 
interest in food is welcome to 
join the group which meets 


Men's 
Confidential 


At the recently concluded 
Men’s Mot Health event at 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre, Dr. Rob  Purbrick 
engages Sid Gabiddon. 

In the background Zoe 
Millington of Healthy Living 
Initiative, was also on hand to 
dispense some nutritional 
information - as well as 
generous takeaway packs 
from her fruit stand. 


For booking 


& info call: 


Anthony Armitage 


every two months. The Network 
has been investigating the 
possibility of a ‘food bank’ in 
Oxford. A food bank 
redistributes surplus food 
procured from industry and 
retailers to its members. 
Recently, the Network gained 
funding from Awards for All and 
the Big Lottery Fund (via the East 
Oxford Healthy Living Initiative), 
for a worker to develop a 
feasibility study and business 
plan. 


Fareshare? 


The network hopes to develop a 


franchise with the charity, 
Fareshare, which operates 
national food banks and 


procures hundreds of tonnes of 
surplus food for redistribution to 
its franchisees. A franchisee food 
bank will give the members of 
the CCN access to the food, thus 
saving them money on food 
budgets. Various franchise 
options are available, depending 
on the size and budget of the 
network members - from setting 


‘My job is to conduct a 
feasibility into the 
prospects of a Food Bank’ 
- Anthony Armitage 


up a distribution warehouse 
through to redistributing food on 


foot! Having a _ Fareshare 
franchise brings all the benefits 
of brand association and 
nutrition advice, and ultimately, 
access to discounted food. 
Anthony will be finding out the 
exact requirements of the 
members of the network to 
determine the size of franchise 
operation to go for. More 
information about Fareshare can 
be found at: 
www.fareshare.org.uk 


Who will benefit? 


All the members of the network 
should see reductions in their 
food expenditure, allowing 
projects to focus their resources 
in other areas. More involved 
and personal outreach work 
could be conducted, perhaps 
more staff could be recruited or 
equipment purchased. 

All these should improve the 
services and food available to 
the patrons of the various 
projects. Access to Fareshare 
food should allow higher quality, 
fresher foods to be used, and 
keep more people out of the 
food-poverty trap. 


If you need information on 
Joining the CCN or the food 
bank, please contact Anthony 
Armitage on 07817 887780 or 
email Anthony @the-fruit- 
machine.com. 


Soap Box 
Twinning 
Blackbird Leys 


The Issue: Back in October 2005, a local resident objected 
to The Parish Council’s proposal to rigorously prosecute 
litterbugs - and twin Blackbird Leys with Brooklyn; why not 
Barcelona? thought Sasha East... This month, Bob Avery, 
vice chairman of the Parish Council mounts the soapbox 
again. 


That was exactly the sort of reaction that was expected from a 
small minority of people who failed to grasp the real reasoning 
behind what we are trying to achieve. Most of the concerns 
raised in your letter have already been answered by the one 
that | submitted in the same Issue of the Leys News, and in fact 
was printed alongside! But let me take a moment to clarify the 
few points that were not part of my original letter. 


We do not rant about the Area, but merely try to get the 
Authorities to take action regarding a number of problems 
around the Estate that are reported to us by RESIDENTS. All too 
often, it is a minority that spoil it for everyone by their failure to 
participate in being responsible Tenants. Much effort has 
already been put into trying to educate these people to improve 
certain situations. Sadly the improvement that everyone had 
been hoping for has not happened. This needs to be 
highlighted, and this we will always do for the betterment of the 
area. 


The Parish Council works tirelessly to enhance the profile of 
Blackbird Leys. You may want to attend one of the many Area 
Committees that we go to, where you will be able to hear other 
areas comment in a positive manner as to what we are 
achieving on the Estate. Far from trying to destroy hopes of the 
area ever having a good image, we can safely say that slowly, 
very slowly, we are making it a better place to live in. 


Yes, you are absolutely correct when you say that some of the 
methods employed by Brooklyn are draconian. But as 
explained in my original letter, the vast majority of people have 
absolutely nothing to worry about any sort of regulations that 
may exist because they are all responsible for what they do and 
try to take a pride in their Community. Enforcement is there for 
the few people who have no respect for the Community, or 
their neighbours. It is a sad fact of life, but however much you 
try there will always be an element that spoils it for the rest of 
us. Ask yourself, why should they? 


The idea of twinning came about during a discussion at a Parish 
Council meeting. As a Borough twinning with another Borough, 
this would be a first, and would do a great deal in raising the 
profile of the Estate. The suggestion that Brooklyn is somewhat 
undesirable is somewhat contradictory to the argument. They, 
like us are making great efforts to move forward and make their 
neighbourhoods safer and cleaner. Because of this we have a 
common cause, and idea projects can be exchanged between 
the two Boroughs. There is no financial liability in doing this, but 
the potential benefits are enormous. | see this as a totally 
positive step and one that we should all embrace. 


You will also remember that | ended my last letter by saying that 
if anyone would like more detailed information regarding this 
project please do not hesitate to contact me. (Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council 01865734346) Most of the points that may be 
of concern to anyone can be explained in more detail. If you 
are unable to write in, then please feel free to attend any one 
of our monthly Parish Council Meetings, where you will be able 
to put across your point of view to people who are genuinely 
interested in listening to what people have to say, and 
responding in a positive manner. 


Blackbird Leys is a good place to live. That is exactly why your 
Parish Council operates in the way that they do, to ensure that 
it stays not only good... but gets better and better! 

Bob Avery 


Next Issue: 

Is Greater Leys part of Blackbird Leys... Does it have a 
separate identity of its own? Write in and let us know your 
thoughts on this - or any other issue on the Leys! 


Tel: 01865 711756 


Competition Corner 


Win 2 Tickets to 
See King Lear! 


Creation Theatre Company storms into 2006 with 
Shakespeare's King Lear. This monumental story of kingship, 
passion and warring families takes place in an atmospheric 
and original theatre space specially created inside BMW 


Parish Council Briefing 


Well, all the celebrations are over 
and now it is back to normal. We 
wish all residents a Happy & 
Prosperous New Year. 


Residents Parking Permits 

The Parish Council has made 
representations to the County 
Council over the proposed 
charges they want to make for our 
Event Day parking permits. 


| think that the Parish Council 
made a strong case against this 
charge, stating all the reasons as to 
why the residents should be 
exempt. There were also 
representations from County Cllr 
Gatehouse and Cllr Saunders 
(Chair of the Area Committee). 


A request was also made to 
Andrew Smith MP to raise the 
question in the House of 
Commons because the scheme 


Group Plant Oxford. 


One lucky winner will win a pair of the best tickets to see King Lear, 
valid from 10 - 24 February, 2006. Box Office: 01865 245745; 


To win this prize, send your name and address to us at Leys News, 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, OX4 7BX. You can also email us at 


leysnews@hotmail.com. 


Congratulations to M. Colton, winner of December’s 


Snow Queen Competiton. 


Look out for great prizes every Issue! 


that is in place had to be ratified 
by the Transport Minister since it 
was the first scheme of its kind to 
be implemented in the UK. 


Rubbish collections 

There has been much written in 
the local press concerning the 
rubbish collections over the 
holiday periods. Every household 
was sent a list of changes to be 
made over the year when Bank 
Holidays etc would alter the 
collection days. The main reason 
that some had to wait was that if 
the cleansing used the usual 
system then it would have taken 
6-8 weeks before they got back to 
normal. They did however collect 
black sacks left out early from a lot 
of areas. Hopefully by next Xmas 
the new wheelie bins will be in 
place. This will stop the 
indiscriminate fly-tipping with 
black bags. 


The twinning idea has been put 
back slightly so that the Council 
can bring forward their proposals 
for enforcing the Fly Tip and Litter 
Laws. When this is in place we 
will then return to the subject of 
twinning. Too many people have 
commented on this item. We 
intend to have a full and honest 
debate on the matter before any 
decisions are taken. 


It is hoped that the proposed 
lights in Blackbird Leys Park will 
soon be installed. Discussions 
have taken place with the Parks 
department and they are happy 
with the proposals. The next step 
is to get planning consent. 


If anyone wishes to comment or 
contact the Parish Council they 
can telephone 01865734346 or 
email editor@blackbirdleys.co.uk 
Brian Lester 


CAD - Community Action Development 


With 2006 comes a little more stability... . 


The Blackbird Leys-based 
Community Action 
Development acquired 
charitable status in 2005. That 
will help them to continue to 
empower the community by 
disseminating correct 
information concerning drugs, 
alcohol and related issues. 


All 19 volunteers from the 
community will promote 
positive action. The project 
offers a drop-in for informal and 


confidential information on 
drugs and alcohol, plus one 2 
one counselling. The volunteers 
also offer a range of 
complimentary therapies, 
including Indian head massage, 
Reflexology and Reiki. 


CAD is keen to promote healthy 
lifestyles. They are currently 
running weekly healthy living 
sessions at the CAD office at 49 
Barns Road, Oxford. The new 
charity needs all the support 


and encouragement they can 
get if they are to succeed in 
their development of local 
projects and individual life skills 
in this soft edge of the war 
against the drug culture. 


For futher information or any 
enquires please contact Gavin 
or Naomi on 01865 402 919 
between 9:00 and 4:00 
Monday to Friday. 


Naomi Abitabile 
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Green Fing 


Growing Trees 


All plants establish themselves 
better, if they are planted 
whilst young and full of life. It 
doesn't matter whether the 
plant is a tender summer 
bedding specimen or a larger 
shrub and tree. The rules are 
exactly the same, whatever 
plant you have. 

Young plants are better able 
to establish themselves and 
acclimatise to their new 
environment than older 
plants. It is also cheaper to 
buy them young. The bigger 
they get, the longer they stay 
in the nursery and the more 
expensive they get. 


Buying and establishing one 
or two larger specimens to 
give your garden immediate 
impact is a skilled job. Unless 
you have both the time and 
commitment to care for 
them, it will be a waste of 
time - and false economy as 
well. 


Large and semi-mature plants 
can take many years to fully 
establish themselves in a new 
location and recover from the 
stress they suffered during 
transplanting. In the same 
period it takes a large 
specimen to establish, a 
younger and smaller 
specimen planted at the same 
time would probably have 
caught up and become of 
comparable size and vigour. It 
may be even become more 
impressive than its larger 
counterpart in the long run. 


But if you take my advice 
and opt to buy a smaller 
plant, you must take into 
account the optimum size 
that the plant will grow to. 
Trees and shrubs need room 
to develop properly without 
the need for constant pruning 
to keep them in check. 


Too often, we find huge 
Monkey Puzzle trees or 
Weeping Willows planted in 
the centre of tiny front 


D 


Image courtesy of barrysclipart.com 


gardens. Choosing an 
inappropriate plant will likely 
create a major headache - 
and a substantial dent in the 
wallet - for whoever has to 
deal with the problem in the 
future. 


If you don't know how big a 
plant will get, always ask. 
Better still, do your research 
before visiting the garden 
centre and only buy what is 
suitable and appropriate. 


... Size isa 
consideration 
when planting 

trees that can live 
for decades... 


It is true that a small plant 
can be lost in a large area, 
but within a decade it could 
grow to dominate the whole 
plot. 


What to do with the empty 
space in the meantime? 


- Plant short term; in fillers 
(which can be relocated as 
the main plant expands). You 
can also plant annual 
bedding, which is replaced 
seasonally. Another 
alternative is to plant up the 
vacant area with herbaceous 
perennials, removing them as 
each becomes crowded out. 


Size is an important 
consideration when planting 
something that can live for 
decades. Future gardeners 
will thank you for your 
foresight as the plant grows, 
increasing in size and beauty 
without creating more 
problems. 


Good gardening. 


Stuart Mabbutt 
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Leys Learning Network 


LEARNING COMMUNITY 


UPDATE 


We have managed to get money for 
a two year project. This is to take 
forward the "learning community 
work" on Blackbird Leys and to 
start up something similar on 
Barton and Rose Hill. 


The project is known as "Learning 
Communities" and will be managed 
by the Community Learning Support 
Unit at the County Council. There 
will be a local steering group on 
each of the three estates. 


What will happen on the Leys? 
Supporting people who want to 
improve their ICT, reading and 
writing and maths skills so they can 
gain skills which may help them get 
better jobs. 

A multi-media room will be added to 
BLITZ and the Youth ICT Hub. Local 
residents and groups will have 
access to high quality equipment 
and training in digital media (video, 
web design and graphic design). 
People who can make the 
commitment will be able to get 
national qualifications in digital 
media. 


Money will be spent doing up the 
hall and bar area at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. The old bar and 
cellar area will become new office 
and storage space. The main hall 
and stage will stay as a multi-use 
space but will be made much 
smarter than it is, with new ceiling, 
lighting and decoration. Use and 
development of the space will be 
managed by a steering group of 
local residents. We are looking for 
interested people who live on the 
estate to be part of this group. 


Stronger links between different 
kinds of learning. We will be 
working with the local schools 
(primaries and Peers) to support 
local children and parents in learning 
and to do it in ways that are linked 
closely to the community. Ruskin 
College and Oxford Brookes are also 


working with us to provide more 
opportunities on the estate. 
Supporting and celebrating local 
people who want to or have 
educated themselves and those who 
support others to learn - whether 
they are parent-governors, adult 
learners, teaching assistants, 
teachers, work or volunteer in BLITZ 
or helping their own children with 
reading, writing and maths. 


Better information about 
opportunities, using local people to 
help communicate and promote 
them and giving people more 
chance to put across their ideas and 
feelings about education and 
learning. 


Making links with local employers to 
support community projects and 
learning activities and working with 
them to find jobs for local people. 
The project is starting now and will 
run fully for 2 years from April. 

It will directly create 9 jobs on the 
three estates which we would like to 
see filled by local residents. The 
project is funded by South East 
England Development Agency in 
partnership with Oxford City Council 
and Oxfordshire County Council. 
SEEDA are putting in nearly 
£850,000. Our aim is to make sure 
as much of this money stays on the 
estates as possible. 


Also supporting are Oxford & 
Cherwell Valley College; Ruskin 
College; Oxford Brookes; 
Oxfordshire Learning Partnership; 
local schools and community groups 
who are contributing money, time 
and services to help make it happen. 


For more information please contact 
John Ord or Erica Hedges at the 
County Council on 01865 815212 


.. .JObs . . . Jobs . . . Jobs... 


Promoting Low Tax, Real Choice and Value For Money 
BARTON BLACKBIRD LEYS ROSE HILL 


Three communities - one aim - learning together 


We are looking for seven outstanding individuals to lead 
learning communities in Barton, Blackbird Leys and Rose 
Hill. Those appointed to these exciting new posts must 
be prepared to work as a team alongside local residents 
to generate a new approach to community based 
learning. 


LEARNING COMMUNITY 


CO-ORDINATOR 

(Three posts) 

Salary scale: Grade 13, Points 45 to 48. 
£34 746 to £37 212 (pro rata) 


Energetic and committed team workers able to lead and 
support the establishment of a local learning community. 
The Co-ordinators will be expected to broker local 
learning needs and interests with a range of learning 
providers at all levels. 


These are part time posts at 30 hours per week available 
until 31st March 2008 


IT CENTRE MANAGER 

(One post) 

Salary scale: Grade 10, Points 33 to 36. 
£25 437 to £27 411 


The IT centre manager will be expected to set up and 
manage an IT facility (including multi-media and video 
projects) in Blackbird Leys. Key task is to lead the 
development of computer based learning in an 
innovative project to connect local people and their 
neighbouring estates using new technology. 

This is a full time post at 37 hours per week available 
until 31st March 2008 


ADMININSTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

(Three posts) 

Salary scale: Grade 6, Points 18 to 21. £15 675 to £17 
469 (pro rata) 


The administrative assistant will provide management 
and administrative support primarily to the Learning 
Community Co-ordinator. These posts must provide a 
sound administrative base and ensure that the data 
generated by the projects are recorded and stored 
efficiently. 


These are part time posts at 18.5 hours per week 
available until 31st March 2008 


Closing date for all posts: 17th February 2006 
Interviews week commencing 27th February 2006 
For further details and an application form please 
contact Erica Hedges on 01865 815212 or email 
Erica.Hedges@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


If you have any queries about any of the above posts 
contact John Ord (01865 810615) or Nicola Headlam 
(01865 252560) 


WE PARTICULARLY WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM 
RESIDENTS OF BARTON, BLACKBIRD LEYS AND ROSE 
HILL 


Oxford City Council, Oxfordshire County Council and the South East 
England Development Agency 


ED OXFORDSHIRE 
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Falcon Close Clean-Up Day 


Falcon Close residents and Ealing Family and Oxford 
Citizen Housing Association staff worked together 
to clean the area of Falcon Close during the October 
half term holidays. Two skips were delivered for 
residents to dispose of bulky waste that they may 
have on their property. Old bikes, wardrobes, 
stereos to name but a few items were disposed of 
and the two skips were filled in less than one hour. 


Younger residents were encouraged to get involved through a 
competition to collect the most amount of rubbish. Oxford 
City Council supplied litter pickers, gloves and bin liners and 
22 young residents from sixteen different households took 
part with help from their parents. Local residents commented 
on how great it was to see the young people getting involved 
in cleaning up the area. 


The main drive behind this initiative was to work with 
residents to clean up their local areas. Falcon Close suffers 
from fly tipping and due to the wind rubbish often collects in 
the Close with no where to go. 

With all the work the children and young people of that area 
put into cleaning the area it is hoped that people will think 
twice before dropping litter. The skips were to help residents 
who do not have transport dispose of bulky waste they may 
have stored in their gardens and sheds. Ealing Family and 
Oxford Citizens Housing Association hope to role this 
initiative out to the rest of Greater Leys. 


For more information about future clean-up events, please 
contact Jennie Travis on 334802 or jennifer.travis@chg.org.uk 


THE LEYS COl 
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SITTIN’ AT HOME WATCHIN TV? | 1 eat ae 
TURN IT OFF dn a a oan p 
AND COME TO 
THE CDI HALF TERM PROJECT 


13TH -17TH FEB 
10AM TILL 4PM 
AT THE YOUTH CENTRE 


The Leys CDI is organising a free workshop for 
local groups and individuals: 


'An Introduction to Fund-Raising’ 


on Tuesday 14 March 
in the Jubilee Community Centre, Sorrel Road 
from 11.00am to 3.00pm 
Lunch will be provided 


ALSO 


Would it help to have one to one support 
with that funding application form 
you are trying to fill in? 


COOKING, ART, SPORTS, GAMES & IT 
SOP PER HALF DAY 


The Leys CDI can give it to you. 


RING 01865 395 927 
FOR MORE DETAILS 


To arrange one-to-one support or book a 
place on the course, ring Penny on 
01865 395927. COUNCIL 
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Your Councillors 


Parish Council 


Your Councillors are: Chairman, Brian Lester; Vice Chair, Bob Avery; Treasurer, Sharon Cole 
Non position holders are: Ron Harris Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone, Cyril Martin, Chris 
Pill and Gordon Roper. 

For further details please contact the Parish Council office on 01865 734346, office hours 
8.00am-6.00pm Monday to Friday, or leave a message. 


Oxford City Council 


Rane [ret le [Raton | TW Enel [Se 


31 Long 
Ground, 


lee.cole47@ _|Every Thursday 


996945 |ntlworld.com |from 7.30-8.30 at 
Blackbird Leys 


Leisure Centre 


raehumbersto |Every Friday at 4.00 


Humberst 779678 |ne@btinterne |at Blackbird Leys 
one : Leisure Centre 


Every Wednesday 
from 6.30-8.30 at 


the Clockhouse, 


Association Greater Leys 


Oxford County Council 


eee | 


Val Smith — {Labour Leys & Lye 4 Flaxfield Road |01865 val.smith@oxford 
Ward BBL, 0X4 60D |396073  |shire.gov.uk 
Barbara Labour Leys & Lye 33 Salford Road |01865 barbara.gatehous 
Gatehouse Ward Old Marston, {240424 |e@oxfordshire.g 
OX3 ORY ov.uk 


... What's on weekly... 


Dance Classes at the Barn School Yrs 9 to 11: 6 - 
Tues 4-5pm (5-11years) 7pm. 


Age Resource Desk 
The Clockhouse. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk 
Spring Clean R 
Your Skills i =( y 


Oxford Women's Training is an organisation offering: 


Free courses to women on benefits otherwise courses cost between £70-115; 
Small women only groups; 

Courses taught during school hours and in term time; 

If you receive benefits we will assist with childcare costs. 


We offer courses in non-traditional areas to encourage women into employment 
and encourage career development. 


The courses we offer are: 


Building Skills - learn to do your own DIY or consider a career in the 
construction industry. You will learn: plastering, tiling, painting and decorating, 
kitchen fitting, use of hand and power tools. The follow on course covers 
bricklaying and other units related to the industry. Course cost £70 


Painting & Decorating - learn the techniques needed to decorate. Areas 
covered include: preparation, filling, painting, wallpaper hanging, health and 
safety and knowledge of tools and materials. Course cost £115 


Video Production - this course teaches you to produce a video from start to 
finish and learn digital editing. Course cost £75 


Web Design - learn to use HTML for doing, use flash and Dreamweaver to work 
with moving images. Course cost £75 


Foundation Computing - learn to use a computer and gain the confidence to 
look for employment. This course covers all aspects of using a computer and you 
will cover aspects of employment skills and CV writing. Course is free of charge. 


Skills for Life and ESOL - please contact the office for full details, these courses 
are free of charge. 


To find out more, please either 

browse our website www.owts.org.uk or 
telephone us on 01865 741317 or 
email women@owts.org.uk 


EUROPEAN UNION 
Social Fund 


Ewopean 


am Soir councie 
‘ees? 


www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 


What do Area committees do? 


Mon,Tues,Thurs, 10.30am 
- 1pm Computer access 
for the over 50’s. Ring 


5-6pm (12 years +) £3.30 
Freestyle, disco, 
street-dance. 


Girls: (8yrs to 16yrs): 7 - 8pm 


Sacred Heart Catholic 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 


Ta 


OXFORD 
CITY 


717614 to book e abandoned vehicles 


Church: Mass, every COUNCIL 


The Barn Youth Club 
Mondays 6.30-8.30pm - 
ages 9+ 

Wednesday, 6.30-8.30pm 
Held at the Barn. 13+ 


Brownies: Thursday 
6-7.30pm, Holy Family 
Church Hall 

(for 7 to 11 age group) 


CAD Drop-in: 

Drugs & Alcohol advice, 
Tues & Fri, 12-4pm, 

49 Barns Road 

(ox 402919) 


Carer and toddler group 
Until September: 

Friday, 1-3pm at the 
Dovecote. £1 


Girls Street Dance: 

BBL Leisure Centre, 50p. 
13yrs-16yrs: 

Tuesdays, 4.45 - 5.45pm 
8yrs -12yrs: 
Wednesdays, 4.45 - 
5.45pm 


Girls Aerobics: 

BBL Leisure Centre. 50p. 
Tuesdays, 6 -7pm, 14 -18 
years 


Dovecote Afterschool Club: 
Monday to Thursday, 
3.15 - 4.45pm 


Dovecote Saturday Club 
(for ages 5-12) 10am-1pm. 


The Edge - Youth Club 
BBL Community Centre. 
Wed, 1-4.30pm. 

Drop in 7.30-9.30pm 


Guides, Friday 7-9pm at 
the Holy Family Church. 
Girls, 10-15 years. 

Info: 455970. 


1st Blackbird Leys 
Rainbow Guides 

for girls aged 5-7 yrs 
Fridays, 5.30-6.30pm 
Holy Family Church Hall, 
Cuddesdon Way. 
Contact - Laura 0778 
7528120 


Holy Family Church: 
Sunday service 10am, 
with lively children’s church. 


Junior Edge Project: 

4.30 - 6pm, Tuesday and 
Thursday, BBL Community 
Centre (Supporting black 
and mixed heritage 
children) 


Leys Community Church 
Sunday service 3.30pm at 
Holy Family Church. 


Leys Youth Football Club: 
BBL Leisure Centre on 
Fridays, 50p. 

Boys: School Years 3 to 6: 
4pm - 5pm. 

School Yrs 7 to 8: 5 - 
6pm. 


Sunday, 9.30am and 6pm 


Self Defence: 
6-9pm, Tuesday at the 
Barn 


State Pension Advice 
Surgery: Leys Linx Centre, 
2nd & 4th Monday of the 
month 9.30am-12.30pm 


Swimming - 

Blackbird Leys Pool 
Mondays, 11.30 - 
12.30pm:60+ swimming 
(free). 

Tuesdays & Fridays, 

12 - 1pm: Water Workout. 
Wednesdays, 12 - 1pm: 
50+ swimming. 
Thursdays 12 -1pm: 
Duckings (Parent & toddler 
classes). 

Info: Ox 467042 


Weight Watchers: 
7-8pm, Thursday at the 
Barn 


Slimming World: 

New Testament Church of 
God, Cowley. 
Wednesdays, 7pm. Info: 
Ox 438114 


Potters Court Bingo: 
Every Monday from 6pm. 
Contact Edward on 07913 
924579 


Monday 6th March 
6.00pm 


Centre, The Oval 


e ditches and streams 
e dog wardens 

e parks & countryside 
management 

e public toilets 


e allotments 

ecar parks 

e cemeteries 
ecommunity centres 
e decisions on 


planning applications ° street cleaning 
e Street naming 


South East Area Committee meetings 


Ring 2522409 for further information 


Monday 6th February 
6.00pm 


ROSE HILL 
BLACKBIRD LEYS 


South East 


LITTLEMORE 


The Barn, 
Blackbird Leys 


Monday 3rd April 
6.00pm 


Rose Hill Community | Littlemore Village 


Hall 


Tel: 01865 711756 


Living the Stress-Free Life 


By Dr. Isioma Nwokolo 


The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 
defines health as 'a state of 
complete physical, mental 
and social well-being and 
not merely the absence of 
disease’. Many things can 
cause mental stress, and 
one major cause of stress is 
change. Change causes 
stress by forcing us to 
confront situations and take 
decisions or accept 
situations that may be 
difficult for us. Major 
changes will include new 
additions to the family, as 
in step-siblings or parents. 
It will also include the new 
financial circumstances that 
come from losing a job or 
gaining a new one. It can 
also come from gaining 
new neighbours, starting at 
a different school, or even 
suffering a bereavement. 


The new surgery on the 
Leys is an example of 
change. While this is a 
positive change, with the 
new and modern facilities, 
it can also be a source of 
stress for some people. 
Some of us may find it 
difficult to get used to a 
new facility after many 
years of familiarity with an 


old one. There could be 
issues of transport, 
convenience or simply 
nostalgia. It may take a 
while to become familiar 
with a new environment, 
particularly for the elderly 
and the vulnerable. 


Good mental health 
involves knowing ourselves 
thoroughly and managing 
the different changes that 
happen to us and their 
possible effects on our 
lives. It involves using the 
positives and minimising 
the negatives. 


Whatever the situation, it is 
important for us to keep 
our heads together and 
avoid stress. The Oxford 
Handbook of Psychiatry 
2005 defines good mental 
health as ‘more than 
simply the absence of a 
mental disorder; it 
requires... the ability to 
examine oneself and 
consider change’. (among 
other things) 


Next issue, | will write 
about the place of 
unforgiveness in living a 
stress-free life. 


accident 


claim.com 


Have you sustained injuries 
in an accident in the last 3 
years that wasn't your fault? 


CALL YOUR ACCIDENT CLAIM ON 
0800 121 8181 TO OBTAIN FREE 
LEGAL ADVICE FROM A SPECIALIST 
PERSONAL INJURY SOLICITOR IN 


OXFORD. 


CALL FREE ON 0800 121 8181 


Or visit our website: 


www. youraccidentclaim.com 
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... Church News... 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 


Serving Blackbird Leys, Greater Leys, Garsington & Cuddesdon. 
Priest-in-charge: Fr. David Hartley, Tel 01865 779658. 


Regular services 


Sunday Mass 
Weekday Mass 


9.30am and 6.00pm 
Monday 9.00am 
Tuesday 7.30pm 
Thursday 7.00pm 
Friday 9.00am 
Confessions Saturday 10.30am 

This year Sacred Heart will be 40 years old, so we are creating a booklet of 
recollections of the earlier years. Do you have any memories to share or 
photographs you can lend us? There will be some special celebrations and we 
hope that many members of the community with links to the Church will be 
able to attend. 


The Church of the Holy Family 


Any enquiries to: the Rev'd Fleur Houston (774672) and the Rev'd 
David Parry (778728) 


Regular Services: All are welcome to our regular Sunday communion services 
at 10.00 am - there is special provision for children. And if you prefer a more 
meditative style of worship why not come along at 6.30 pm, for Time Out - for 
those of us who need a bit of space. 


On Tuesdays at 9.00am we have short morning prayers for anyone to attend. 
On Wednesdays we have prayers for the Leys community at 1.00 pm. 


Every Sunday there are services with Eucharist at 10.00 am; for part 

of the service, children may attend our lively children's church. At 6.30 pm 
Time Out is a short reflective service with different styles of worship each 
week. 


The Leys Community Church 


The Leys Community Church is a lively and relaxed church meeting 
at 3.30pm on a Sunday afternoon. We will be meeting at the Holy 
Family Church. 


Our Sunday meetings include special activities for children and young people. 
We believe that people are important and that Jesus can make a difference to 
our daily lives. If you'd like to know any details about the church, our 


community work or would simply like a chat then please feel free to phone 
Richard and Kate Colbrook on 01865 714153. 


| 
a 
A 
AN 
T T 


Le 
Rta 


4 Leys News - Issue 47 


Blackbird 


Basketballers join 
Oxford League 


mail@leysnews.co.uk 


|Last Word 
The Oldest of Us All 


The search is on for the oldest Leys resident. Send 
your nominations to Leys News. We’d love to do a 
photo story on the Leys’ very own Metusellah in 
time for our next issue. Get nominating now! 


Space for Charity 


They used to play street ball with friends, but teenagers, Courtney Hyde (15) and Dylan McGuire (14) always 
knew they wanted something extra... 


There wasn't a Basketball club on the 
Leys so the two lads did the natural 
thing: they started one! Now the 
Blackbird Leys Basketball Club they 
started has joined the Oxford League. 
On the 5th of February they will 
meet the Oxford Brookes University 
team. 


It all started back in 2005 with 
Courtney approaching youth workers 
on the Leys about starting a team. 
They received initial support from 
Oxford Youth Works in applying for 
funding for equipment. The two 
teenagers then approached the 
African Caribbean Youth Project, who 
now employ their coach. They host 
regular training sessions at Blackbird 
Leys Youth Centre and provide 
ongoing support and development to 
team members. 


COUNCIL TAX 01865 252870 


NEW EXTENDED HOURS PHONE SERVICE 


Contact us by phone and 
you can: 


Thursday 


10 am to 


Friday 
8.30 am to 
7pm 


Tristan Dash began to coach the team 
in June 2005, establishing weekly 
training sessions on the estate. The 
team rapidly grew from a couple of 
players dropping in every week, to 
15 - 20 dedicated youths. Tristan 
received so much interest in the first 
few weeks that he soon started 
training under-14s, under-16s, and 
under-18s in separate groups by the 
end of the summer holidays. 


Courtney, Dylan and Tristan regularly 
volunteer their time to advertise their 
free training sessions at schools, 
youth clubs, and on the streets of 
East Oxford. Team members fund 
their own travel costs, and 
successfully applied to Oxfordshire 
County Council's ‘City Divisional 
Young People's Forum' for funds to 
buy their kit. 


Nednesday 
8.30 am to 
7pm 


Saturday 
9am to 
1pm 


The Pathway Workshop has office space to let to a 
suitable local charity from April 1st 2006. The rates 
are competitive. If you are an interested local 
charity, call Jenny on 01865 714111. 


DARNIE 


Keep Fits 
Self Defeneel 


Self Diseipline 
Class For All Standards! 
Beginners Always Welcome! 


First opty) aia 


Tuesday 6-7pm/Thursday 5.45-6.45pm. 
(The Barn, Nightingale Ave) 
For info call: 07970 234349 


Back in October 2005, the team 
decided to join the Oxford Central 
Venue League. With support from 
Oxfordshire Active Sports, which also 
provided Tristan with professional 
coaching training, they joined up and 
were soon competing with other 
teams within the county. 


Now the lads have stars in their eyes. 


Team training: Wednesday at the 
Blackbird Leys Youth Centre: 

10 to 14 yrs: 5.45pm to 7pm; 

15 to 18yrs: 6.45pm to 9pm. 
Telephone 07811899840 to join. 


More Sports on the Centre-Spread 


Call Zaki El-Salahi at the African 
Caribeean Youth Project on 01865 
778250 if you are interested in 
supporting the team in any way. 


OXFORD 
CITY 


COUNCIL 
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Pay your Council Tax bill 


Change your account details 


Apply for exemptions 
or discounts 


D 
L 


NIGHTE DAS 
NiGHTaDay 


O PAY 
AX 


ave your Council Tax your > 10 PA 


queries answered 


For other ways to pay 
or contact us pick up 
a leaflet 


